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Paris, 14-15 April 2003 
 

PARIS   DECLARATION 
 

In Paris, 24 participants, drawn from over 18 countries, representing water 
authorities and institutions related to arid zones: UNESCO, FAO, WMO, IAEA, 
OSS, IAH, ESA, Programme SudMed, IRD-HSM, met, discussed and outlined an 
appropriate framework for co-operation in the establishment of a Global Network 
on "Water and Development Information for Arid Lands (GWADI)". 
 
The participants noted: 
 

• The global awareness of challenges related to water and the need for action on 
global, regional and local levels, addressed in the Ministerial Declarations of 
The Hague (March 2000), the Dublin+10 Conference (Bonn, November 2001) 
and Kyoto (March 2003). 

• The targets and recommendations set by the Millenium Development Goals 
and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (Johannesburg, September 2002). 

• The UNESCO emphasis on freshwater as a principal priority of the Science 
Sector with Water Resources Management in Arid Zones to be given 
particular attention. 

• The decision of the IHP's Intergovernmental Council to establish a global 
network on Water resources management in arid and semi-arid zones which 
was supported by the Technical Advisory Board of the IHP. 

 
Resulting from an intensive and interactive process, the participants: 
 

1 Underline the urgent need for increased regional and international co-
operation contributing to sustainable development of arid and semi-arid zones, 
by establishing a Global Network on "Water and Development Information 
for Arid Lands (GWADI)"; 

 
2 Declare their firm intention to contribute to the establishment of GWADI 

including its secretariat and nodes and to take active part in realizing its 
objectives annexed to this declaration; 

 
3 Commit themselves to generate initiatives to achieve national and 

international support for the development and sustainability of the Network, 
whenever appropriate; 

 
4 Call upon IHP secretariat, UNESCO, related centers, and relevant regional 

and international centers to further develop this WADI initiative, in close co-
operation with partner-institutions in the world; 



 
5 Request IHP Bureau to recommend to the IHP Council to accept and endorse 

this initiative as one of the capacity building activities under the IHP-VI and 
beyond; 

 
6 Request UNESCO Secretariat to call upon national, regional, international 

(ICSU), non-governmental and UN organisations (FAO, IAEA and WMO and 
relevant international conventions), and donors (GEF, World Bank, EU) to 
support this initiative. 

 
Participants furthermore express that: 
 
May this day be marked as significant step forward on the road for sustainable 
social and economic development of water resources in arid and semi-arid zones 
for the benefit of all its people. 
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